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Areas of activity

• 2007 Annual Conference
• AAPA News articles + JAAPA editorial
• Web page and post-tests
• Legislation, policy and partnership
• 2008 Annual Conference
• Other future activities
• Ponderings



2007 Annual Conference

Provided exhibit hall space for 
NCHPEG and the Office of 
the Surgeon General

A 19 question 
survey was

distributed in 
AAPA’s

House of 
Delegates



2007 Annual Conference Program
At least eight hours of continuing medical
education included information on medical
genetics

– Headlines and heredity
– Personalized medicine: Integration of

medical genomics into clinical practice
– Gender differences in cardiovascular disease
– Sex and gender in the clinical encounter: The importance 

of considering both
– Ovarian cancer early detection, treatment and support: 

Issues for PAs
– Cancer genetics and genomics: Implications for PA 

practice
– Using new modalities to improve outcomes in macular 

degeneration
– Race-based therapeutics? What’s the BiDil (Big Deal)?



Conference Daily



SAAAPA Medical Challenge Bowl

• What genetic condition is associated with 
venous thrombosis, DVTs, and pulmonary 
embolism?

• What is the most common genetically 
inherited immunodeficiency?

• Muscular dystrophy is a mutation of what 
gene?

“Yeah, we finally got a genetics question right!”



AAPA News articles



January 30, 2007



January 30, 2007



May 15, 2007



May 30, 2007



July 30, 2007



August 30, 2007





October 15, 2007 (in progress)



Journal of the American Academy of Physician Assistants
May 2007



Web page

• Link to the Surgeon General’s Family 
History Initiative was added to AAPA’s 
Web site.

• Links to the NCHPEG Web-based CME 
program were added to the site on the 
Genomics page and the CME page



NCHPEG’s Web-based CME
• The post-tests for the CME program reside 

on AAPA’s site
• As of September the number of post-test 

certificates
awarded:
– Case 1: 77
– Case 2: 59
– Case 3: 51



NCHPEG’s Web-based CME
• Promoted in the e-News in July & August
• Delivered to over 20,000 addresses
• July:

– 339 click thrus
– (222 Annual

Conference
photos, 144 ACP
diabetes care
web page)

• August:
– 68 click thrus
– (346 NPI data,

93 PA legislation)



Legislation, policy, partnerships

• AAPA sent a letter to Congress urging support of 
the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act

• Our Clinical and Scientific Affairs Council will 
undertake a rewrite of AAPA’s genetic testing 
policy paper

• AAPA nominated a PA for the EGAPP 
Stakeholders group

• Wrote a letter of support for an NCI grant 
application by Fox-Chase Cancer Center for an 
e-learning program in cancer genetics



Future Activity



2008 Annual Conference
• AAPA is working with NCHPEG to help 

coordinate a medical genetics track which 
would provide a daily session with key 
genetic content

• A session on race and genetics is being 
planned which would be co-sponsered by  
AAPA’s African Heritage Caucus, 
Committee on Diversity and NCHPEG



Other activities
• Continuation of Doug Scott’s “Genomics series”

in AAPA News
• Addition of survey questions on the Annual 

Conference Survey (over 2000 respondents)
• Currently developing a needs assessment tool
• Review of AAPA policy statements
• Engage the JAAPA editorial board
• Expanded relationships with other genetics 

organizations, advisory committees, etc
• Support Rocky’s junkets



What does it all mean?

• Are PAs reading Doug’s articles?
• Are they heeding Rocky’s advice?
• How many are going to genetics lectures?
• Why haven’t more PAs completed the 

NCHPEG education program?
• What do we need to do to get their 

attention and completely engage them?
• How can we give them a way to respond, 

and get involved in the conversation?


