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What	is	DIGITizE?
• Displaying	and	Integrating	Genetic	
Information	Through	the	EHR	Action	
Collaborative

• Organized	by	the	Institute	of	Medicine’s	
Genomics	Roundtable

• Focused	on	improving	electronic	clinical	
decision	support	for	genetics	with	a	desire	to	
expand	this	support	into	community	settings

www.nationalacademies.org/hmd/Acti
vities/Research/GenomicBasedResearc
h/Innovation-Collaboratives/EHR.aspx



Who	is	DIGITizE?

• Government
• Providers
• Laboratories
• Vendors
• Patients	Representatives
• Standards	Organizations



Membership
• Sandy	Aronson,	Partners	HealthCare
• J.D.	Nolen,	Cerner
• Mark	Adams,	Good	Start	Genetics
• Gil	Alterovitz,	Harvard	Medical	School
• Brian	Anderson,	athenahealth
• Jane	Atkinson,	NIDCR
• Larry	Babb,	Partners	HealthCare
• Dixie	Baker,	Martin,	Blanck and	Associates
• Gillian	Bell,	Mission	Health
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• Chris	Chute,	Johns	Hopkins	University
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• Birgit	Funke,	Partners	HealthCare
• Geoff	Ginsburg,	Duke	University
• Jennifer	Hall,	University	of	Minnesota
• Stephanie	Hallam,	Good	Start	Genetics
• Heather	Halvorson,	U.S.	Air	Force
• Erin	Hauenstein,	Northrop	Grumman
• Jonathan	Hirsch,	Syapse
• Gillian	Hooker,	NextGxDx
• Stan	Huff,	Intermountain	Healthcare

• Kristen	Janes,	Kaiser	Permanente	
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• Brian	Shirts,	University	of	Washington
• Brad	Strock,	Epic
• Jeff	Struewing,	NHGRI
• Jessie	Tenenbaum,	Duke	University
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• Deepak	Voora,	Duke	University
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DIGITizE’s Purpose

Facilitate	Development	and	Rollout	of	
Genetic	Aware	

Electronic	Clinical	Decision	Support



DIGITizE’s Focus	Areas

• Develop	Implementation	Guides

• Enable	Collaborations	to	Piloting	Guides



Common	Hospital	IT	Phases

Legacy	EHR
Install	

Commercial	
EHR

Enhance	
Commercial	

EHR



Developing	Guides



First	Implementation	Guide

• Pre	and	post	test	alerts	for	abacavir and	
azathioprine

• Required	data	movement	from	lab	to	provider

• Recommended	provider	CDS	logic





CSER	– DIGITizE	Collaboration

• Building	Lynch	Syndrome	Guide

• Goal	is	to	provide	clinicians	with	proactive	
alerts	to	prompt	screening	colonoscopies	for	
patients	with	Lynch	Syndrome

• Key	step	is	prompting	clinicians	to	consider	
placing	Lynch	Syndrome	on	the	problem	list	in	
the	event	a	positive	genetic	result



Key	Learning

• Many	individuals	from	many	different	
backgrounds	will	invest	their	time	to	help

• But	dedicated	effort	for	project	management,	
analysis	and	coordination	still	required

• Limited	number	of	individuals	who	can	play	
these	roles



Pilots



Status

• Multiple	organizations	working	towards	pilots

• Significant	interest	in	remaining	engaged	and	
sharing	war	stories	through	the	process

• Still	the	realm	of	hospital	IT	– vendors	
including	EHR	vendors	play	a	supporting	role



Lessons	Learned

• Competition	of	Clinical	IT	Resources	is	
Extreme

• Multi-phase	approval	processes

• Multiple	levels	of	complexity	in	
implementation



Common	Hospital	IT	Phases

Legacy	EHR Install	
Commercial	EHR

Enhance	
Commercial	EHR

Processes	and	Organizations	
for	Innovation	in	this	Phase	is	

Being	Defined	Now


