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“If she Is insane, it is from being locked up five

months. It would run anybody crazy.”

4

"...butcher her up and experiment when she is

iInnocent”
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“I am not doing anything...Neighbors give
me something to eat.”

“If you continue to object and if we do not go
ahead, you are going to have trouble all the time.
You know you can’t afford that.”

“| have tried to train them right. | whipped them
for disobeying, This thing started because |
was correcting my own child.”
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Nial Cox Ramirez, sterilized in 1965 at age 18
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North Carolina’s Eugenics Law

“mentally diseased, feebleminded, or epileptic”

“In the interest of the mental, moral, or physical
improvement of the patient or inmate or for the public

good”
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North Carolina Eugenics Board Members

« Commissioner of Public Welfare

Secretary of the State Board of Health

Chief Medical Officer of the State Hospital in Raleigh

Chief Medical Officer of an institution of the feebleminded or insane
Attorney General
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2!
It was the unanimous declsicn of the Doard that this person is
feeblemindad, and sterilization was ordered in accordance with the petitien.

3.
Tt was the unanimous decision of the Bcard that this person i=
feebleminded, and sterillzatlion was ordersd in mocordance with the petitiom.

lie
It was the unanimous decislon of the Board that this porson ia
fesbleminded, and aterilirzation was ordersd in accordance with the pstitiocn.

Se
was the unanimous decision of the Board that this person is
feebleminded, and sterilization was ordered in accordance with the patitlion.

60

% was the mnanimous decision of the Board that this persm la
feobleminded, and sterilization was ordered in accordance with the petition.

Te m
waa the un us d n of tha Board that this peraon is

faobleminded, and storilization was orderod in accordance with tha petitions

a.q
It was the unan s decision of the Board that this persm is

fesbleminded, and atorilization was ordered in accordance with tho petition.

Fe
Tt was the unanimous decision of the PFoard that this person 1s
faoblominded, and sterilization was orderod in accordance with the patition.

10,
It was the unanimous de {on of tho Ecard that this person in
mentally 111, and storilization was o~dored in aeccordince with the petition.

11. —
t was the ananimous dsolslon of the Board that this porson is

mentally 111, and aterilization was ordered in accordance with the petition.

12,
Tt was the unanimous declaien of the Doard that this person ia
fesbleminded, and sterilization was ordered in eccordance with the patitions

13.
Tt was tho unanimous decislon of the Board that this person 1s
fesbleminded, and atarilizatlion was ordered in accordance with the petitions

lll.
Was the unanimous decialon of the Board that this person l1a
feobleminded, and aterilization was ordered in accordance with the po titions
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Racial breakdown, percentage of total number

White
. 1929-50 1942 [77%]

* 1950-68 2364 [55%]

[o]¢-1 4306 [61%]

NIHJ
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black
594 [23%]
1987 [45%]

2581 [39%]

Total
2536

4351

6887
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Peak of Eugenic Program in North Carolina July 1946 - June 1968

Sterilizations Performed per County

O 10 or less O S0-100
O 11-29 . 100-200
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“I think it is a sin and Christ never meant for that to be
done.”

“She is not more feebleminded than anyone in this
building.”

“Kim is not feebleminded...nervous and broken down from
being locked up.”
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Elaine Riddick,
sterilized in 1968
at age 14
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They should be protected
from jobs for which they
are not qualified.

offers its citizens this pro-

tection in the form of . . .

means the

of men and women so they
may live safely outside of insti-
tutions — live without danger
to themselves or to the com-

munity —

The operation is
a simple one which
removes nothing from the body
and does not change
sex functions or feelings.

It is not barnyard castration!
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This has been in the form of general assistance, old-age assistance, ADC [Aid to
Dependent children], boarding home placement, institutional care in homes for
children, free medical care and hospitalization, and employment on the projects of
the WPA [Works Progress Administration] and in Civilian Conservation Corps
Camps. In addition to this, there is the cost of court hearings, sentences served in

the county jail, training schools, state prison, and the road camps.

George H. Lawrence, “A Study Relating to Mental lliness, Mental Deficiency and

Epilepsy in a Selected Rural County” (May 1948).
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“[Patient] is a state charge and to protect herself and the state
we feel that this operation would be for the best.”

Prove that patient “is perfectly capable of taking care of
herself or of any children she might have or that any children
she might have would be able to take care of themselves.”
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“He has got no right to do that...Stanley hasn’t been a friend to me for
three or four years. One Christmas...l didn’'t have any funds to buy

presents for the children and | went down there and asked them to help

me some. Mr. Stanley laughed.”

“Neighbors think it should not be done. Told me to fight it. If anything

happened, they would come to my rescue.”
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22 of 40 persons were known as sex offenders
19 diagnosed as sexually promiscuous

Other sexual delinquencies: incest, “trespassing including peeing a peeping

FE 11

tom,” "abduction, adultery...bastardy, crime against nature, indecent
exposure, prostitution, seduction, using a hotel room for immoral purposes,”

and “uncontrolled sexual desire.”

George H. Lawrence, “A Study Relating to Mental lliness, Mental Deficiency

and Epilepsy in a Selected Rural County” (May 1948). -

The Forefront
of Genomics’



o 1 Feeblemunded

W
o beach SChie
& Moo

fun 3 rfEEin

The Forefront
of Genomics’




Rita Thompson
Swords

Sterilized at age 21
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“seems determined to be promiscuous”

“makes no effort to curb her sexual desires and is very
promiscuous with numerous suitors”

“‘oversexed”
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Beulah, 16 years, raped by father at age 12, pregnant by a friend of her

mother — her father signs consent form

Leora “had incestuous relationship with her father at age 14, but
because she and her mother would not testify in court against him, he
was found not guilty. She is now far advanced in pregnancy and her
parents refuse to attempt to establish paternity as they don’'t want to get

messed up in that.” — father signed consent form
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Goldie, age 13, pregnant by her brother

“Her brother is the alleged father of her child and has been committed to
training school. There is also a feeling in the community that the father
has had relations with her, but no proof of this has been secured.
According to the brother, Goldie would make an attempt to resist him but
would give in each time.”

Parents ask for sterilization, consent signed by father
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One 9-year old
three 10-year olds,

31 11-year olds,

1/3 of sterilization 67 12-year olds,
victims were 116 13-year olds,
minors 226 14-year olds,

335 15-year olds,
406 16-year olds
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“It isn’t something we would have volunteered to do, We did it because the law

obligated us to.”
“Was this a right thing to do? Did we really have all the data at hand?”

“...make things better for...the flow of illegitimate children and the circumstances

in which they were brought up,”

‘I think our major concern was that here was a mother who has already
demonstrated to be incompetent for the raising of children...who was having yet
another child, and who, because of her community behavior was likely to have
several more. That it was an illegitimate birth was of much less concern than the

fact that it was an incompetent mother.” _
m T?%Foreflzon}
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“I never for a moment felt that anyone on this board was doing this as a matter of
punitiveness or vindictiveness or ‘this is what these people deserve.’ Never, never!
Or a matter of discrimination of any kind...Most of us felt it was a very sad
situation, felt, knew that there were hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of

others just like this that never came to our attention. We were sometimes thanked

for having done this — parents were glad.”
“We would usually have a brisk discussion, think about our own background.”

“We may well have sterilized some folk who weren’t that much retarded,”
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Willis Lynch,
sterilized at age 15
in 1948
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Charles Holt, sterilized at age 19 = S
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