Eugenics and Sterilization in the United States:
Patterns, Experiences and Legacies

Alexandra Minna Stern

Carroll Smith-Rosenberg Collegiate Professor, Departments of American Culture, History, Women’s & Gender Studies, and Obstetrics and
Gynecology, University of Michigan

Co-director and founder, Sterilization and Social Justice Lab

The Forefr_on!:
NHES] of Genomics



Sacramento 2007

°

DEPARTMENT OF
STATE HOSPITALS

NHGRI



Uncovering Patterns and Stories of Eugenic Sterilization in California
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What is Eugenics?
Coined in 1883
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“Positive” Eugenics

Better babies contests, fitter families contests, marriage counseling
Encourage the reproduction of the “fit”
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“Negative” eugenics

control the reproduction of the ”"unfit”
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Eugenic Continuum in the United States

MEANS PROPOSED FOR CUTTING OFF THE SUPPLY OF
HUMAN DEFECTIVES AND DEGENERATES

I. LIFE SEGREGATI
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32 States Pass Eugenic Sterilization
Laws, 1907-1937

LEGISLATIVE STATUS OF EUGENICAL STERILIZATION IN THE UNITED STATES

AND THE TOTAL MNUMBER OF OPERATIONS BY EACH STATE TO JANUARY 1, 1935,

Total number of eperations e

Jenuary I, 1935 - 21539
Approximately : : _
60,000
Sterilized
Between 1907-
1970s, under
state laws

States with Sugenical Sterilization
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Disability serves as ideological linchpin in all states

STATE CRITERIA FOR LEGAL EUGENICAL STERILIZATION
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California surpassed all other states . ..

California
_ Virginia
North Carolina
Michigan
Georgia
Kansas
Indiana
Minnesota
Oregon
lowa
Wisconsin
North Dakota
Delaware
Nebraska
South Dakota
Utah
Washington
Mississippi
New Hampshire
Connecticut

Oklahoma
Maine
South Carolina
Montana
Vermont
Alabama
West Virginia

NewYork |42

Idaho 138

Arizona 1 30

Figure 2.1 :
Cumulative sterilizations by state, 1907-1964, out of 63,643 total. These statistics are mis-
leadingly precise (many sterilizations no doubt went unreported), but the order of magnitude
.) is probably correct. Source: Robitscher 1973, appendix 2; graph by author.
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In about 10
different mental
Institutions
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In those file cabinets | found over 20,000 patient
records and forms, 1919-1952

. Rrrommcn.on and Approval for aned./ or Salpingectomy

for the Purpose of Sterilization

- I

Institution Sonoms State Ilome

PERSONAL HISTORY
Religion zProtestact

Male of children ===«

FAMILY HISTORY (for additional space use reverse side) :

CLINICAL HISTORY (for additional space use reverse side)
Date admitted  10=4=4k

Attacks (previ i sis of eack

LEGAL PROVISIONS (compliance with) :

This form is submitred ir
State of California.

are
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1. Legally signed and prepared ¢

2.

Written consent
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Code of the
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Purpore of Sterilization

ST0G.0N ia

PERSONAL HISTORY

FAMILY MISTORY

CLINICAL HISTORY

2 -
™t Jauy

A N . ’ “uh y vi
Ea8 bad poarverse sex axpe risnces & ines "o wmu

LEGAL PROVISIONS

Patient

¢ Modcal Staf
s hikely t

Pationt hes d so given hisw written conden ¥
—e Posdess. Sl

(Darr]l Jume 8540,2035

Approved and suthorzation for an operation §

The Forefront
of Genomics’



Text of 1909 law in the recommendation forms

2, This patient is afflicted with:

Mental disease which may have been inherited and is likely to be transmirted 1o descendants.
Feehle-mindedness, in any of its varous grades (specify grade)

Perversion or marked departures from n::lnni'] mentality.

Disease of 2 syphilitic aature.
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Mixed
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All requests for information or general queries can be directed to this contact form.
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Funding

NHGRI RO1 HG010567-01-06 (2018-2024)
NHGRI R21-HG009205-01 (2016-2018)
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M University of Michigan MCubed Project #526 (2014-
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Creating the Datasets

ﬁEDCap

Research Electronic Data Capture

212 variables
N=20,052

For California

NIH)

NHGRI

Confidential

Basic Information

Record ID

Last Name

First Name

Sterilization Form Reel Number

Document Number

Institution Name

State Narcotics Hospital?

Other

Year approved by department of institutions

California Sterilization, 1920s-1950s
Page 1 of15

(If spanish surname, remember to check "Spanish
Surname" in the Sterilization Request form)

Q114
O 115
Q116
o117
Q118
O 119
O 120
Q121
O12
0123
Q124
O 125
Q126
O1s8

(Must be 4 digits)

() Sonoma

O Pacific Colony
) Patton (Southern California State Hospital)
() Stockton

(O Norwalk

Q Dewitt

) Agnews

) Mendocino
() Modesto

) Camarillo

QO Napa

QO Other

Q Yes
QO No

(The year at the bottom of the record. Estimate if
illegible )
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Stories of Resistance

IN THE

DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL

OF THE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

APPELLATE DISTRICT

Lawsuit and
sterilization
recommendation
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ROUTINIZATION OF STERILIZATION
and farce of “consent”
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tomy ofalpingectomy

IN A
HISTORICAL
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STERILIZATION
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First publication: estimate of living survivors in California

A PUBLICATION OF THE
AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION

California’s Sterilization Survivors: An Estimate
and Call for Redress

From 1919 to 1952, approxi-  Alexandra Minna Stern, PhD, Nicole L. Novak, PhD, Natalie Lira, PhD, Kate O’Connor, MPH,
mately 20 000 individuals were  Sioban Harlow, PhD, and Sharon Kardia, PhD

sterilized in California’s state
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AJPH PERSPECTIVES

Disproportionate Sterilization of Latinos Under

California’s Eugenic Sterilization Program,
1920-1945

Micole L. MNovak, PRI, MNardie Lira, DD, Kate E. O Conr, MPH, Sioban I3, Fladow, PhD, Sharon L. R, Kardia, PIY, ad Alxandm Adima
Srerm, Fhiy

arch 2018 During the height of the program, between

1919 and 1952, women and girls were 14
percent more likely to be sterilized than
their male counterparts,

, and
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Enlarging the map to include 5 states

New collaborations

NHGRI

2018

Expanded the research to
include North Carolina,
lowa

2019
Expanded the research to
include Michigan

2021
Expanding to include
Utah

Total: >35,000 records
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Sterilization Rates Per Year,
California, North Carolina and lowa: 1919-1970




Mixed methods and new areas of research

Cross-state demographic comparisons

e “Consent” in California

« Researcher using NVIVO to examine about 400 cases where consent
was refused, and exploring the impossibility of true bioethical consent
In carceral spaces

 Disproportionate sterilizations of Asian nativity patients in California
* Under peer review

o Sterilization in California institutions of approximately 40 Japanese
Americans incarcerated at several of the camps during WWII

« Sterilization survivor estimate for lowa

m The Forefront
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Legacies

California has established the Forced or Involuntary Sterilization Compensation Program. Survivors of state-sponsored sterilization can apply for compensation
through CalVCB in January 2022. Please check back for more details.

CALIFORNILA

> |
‘ ‘/ ‘ — Restitution Forms For Law Enforcement @ Search
Cj&i Ell Igd:' stituti T W orcer

VICTIM COMPENSATION BOARD

About the Board For Victims For Advocates For Service Providers Legal Media Center

California will compensate survivors of its forced
sterilization program

By Cheri Mossburg, CNN
© Updated 4:56 AM ET, Wed July 14, 2021
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Building an accessible digital archive for
multiple audiences and users
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