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Dr Julia Bell (1879—
1979)

« 1898-1901 Mathematics at Girton
College, Cambridge

* 1907 MA from Trinity College, Dublin

* 1908-1914 work on medical genetics
under supervision of Karl Pearson

* 1914 London School of Medicine

* 1920-1933 Return to Galton Laboratory
(funded by MRC)

* Wrote 13 of 24 vols of The Treasury
* 1933-1944 MRC scientific staff

« Sex-linked conditions (colour blindness
and martin-bell — later fragile-X
syndrome)
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The Treasury of Human Inheritance 1909-1958

NIVERSITY OF LONDON
i LABORATORY FOR NATIONAL EUGENICS

* Included published and
unpublished family pedigrees

* Designed to provide material to i rearcon exs
illustrate human inheritance for
students of heredity

* Bell had to work with families ol
to obtain and verify data |

. M.D., D.Sc.; H. Riscariers, M.D., B.C.; W. C. Rivers, MR.CS.;
1 ' INGTON AND JurniA Bern, M.A.

—
I The power of man in varying the future human stock vests a great responsibility in each fresh

DF HUMAN INHERITANCE

Qi C
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1.Demarcation of genetic
iInfluences from
environmental conditions
and

1.Demarcation of individual
genetic susceptibility due to
their categorisation as part
of a group from ways of
living as a member of that

group

Table 4 demonstrates higher
age of onset for parents than
‘'singles’. Table 5 gives the
mean age of onset and age at
death in the different cases.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Table 4 demonstrates higher age of onset for parents than ‘singles’. Table 5 gives the mean age of onset and age at death in the different cases


36 out of 45 cases of
congenital dislocation of
the hips should occur In
females, but again why
should 27 out of 34
cases of cervical ribs be
noted in females?
Further, why should
more than 70% of
cases on inguinal
hernia in children occur
on the right side?

Extract from Dr J. Bell’'s annual
report — 1932, National
Archives, FD 1/591
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Categories used to organize data for
statistical analysis

Increased focus on potential role of the
environment

Epidemiological categories linked to the
politics of inequality

E.G. Sex and race differences in Glaucoma

* Bell emphasized the influence of gender
differences over sex, differences but made
the opposite move when considering race,
emphasizing the influence of genetics over
cultural factors
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Disability was central to eugenics as a necessary
concept, motivation, and problem.

* Disability central to ‘evaluative nature’ of eugenics
(Rembis, 2018’

* Foregrounding disability within genetics ‘blurs the

boundaries between eugenics and medical genetics’
(Schmidt, 2020)

* Genetics and eugenics entangled during interwar era
(Bland and Hall, 2010)

* Only through mutated genes could researchers attempt
to understand ‘normal’ function (Fox-Keller, 2000)




Amalgamation of three approaches with u"“" R n
history AN e aadh A,

1.Medical history (turning the object mto*‘t
subject by reading against the grain, see also - -
Stoler, 2008) =

2. STS & SCOT approaches (users not M
and the use of disability ‘things’ (Wllllamso Y

3. History of Science (Fleck, 1979, Bowker=an
Star, 1999; McKenzie, 1981; Daston, '..}-M'-

Hacking, 1990; Porter, 1995 2018) 0 3 é‘,‘ ’:, .
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Mosaic approach

* 1928 volume on ‘Blue sclerotics and fragility of bone’

* Disability as a positive asset

* Cure versus loss

* Tension between the clinical gaze and lived experience

* Active resistance and pushback from disability history
perspective
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When Categories Constrain Care

Investigating Social Categories in Health Norms
through Disability History 1909-1958



Existing research and digitised material

Tag: Codebreakers

FROM THE
COLLECTIONS
A HOT-WAX FINGERPRINT CHRISTMAS CARD

THE RESEARCHER'S
VIEW 161212015

EARLY MEDICINE 7 . How many Christmas cards will you send this year, if at all? The vogue for hand-crafted cards is
\(ﬂ‘: }' > - gradually disappearing as we become ever more digital in sending out festive wishes each year.
DIGITAL A There is a particularly interesting example of... Continue reading

Legacies Eugenics.ors

DEVELOPMENTS

IN THE LIERARY
EVENTS AND VISITS

Fm "" THE STORY OF PHOTOGRAPH 51
“ 2510812015
TAGS i Photograph 51 is the title of a play on the London stage throughout autumn 2015. The play explores
the controversy surreunding Rosalind Franklin and her contribution to the discovery of the structure BLOG LIBRARY RESEARCH UCL EUGENICS INQUIRY ABOUT =
SEARCH THE BLOG . ‘ of the DNA molecule in 1$53. The discovery... Continue reading
BLOGS WE LIKE L. -
FOLLOW THE BLOG
LIONEL PENROSE: A MAN OF MANY TALENTS Researching Eugenics at UCL: Advice from Experts
10/12i2014
Katy Makin reveals some insights into the personality of the multi-talented geneticist Lionel Penrose In ArCh Ives an d Reco I'CIS.
from his personal papers, which have been digitised as part of the Codebreakers: Makers of
e Modern Genetics online resource. Lionel Sharples Penrose (1898-1974) is best known... Continue ke and Archi . h hi i=ls related s d hold?
reading Rare Books and Archives on Eugenics at UCL What archive materials related to Eugenics does UCL hold? Recent Posts
Where can these be found? What is open for inspection? Which parts of UCL collections are digitised?
How does UCL's ‘Galton Papers’ differ from the digitised Galton material available online through the Researching Fugenics at UCL: Advice from Expert:
ALAN COULSON’S SCIENCE OF COLLABORATION Wellcome Collection? I've spent the past two years researching... Read ore » in Archives and Records.
17107/2014

The Alan Coulsen papers (PP/COU) have recently been made available online as part of Anthropometric Laboratories in the UK and Irelan

Codebreakers: Makers of Modern Genetics. This means that the Coulson archive has the honour of m

being the first collection to be digitised straight from cataloguing and... Centinue reading

Locating a rare biography of Francis Galton
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Historicizing the binary between genetic and
acquired disablement through contrasting
investigations to reveal a broader history of

categorizing inequality In

2. Investigation of how

Lo .Investigatioln of the these categorized were
scientific research into used in compensation for

genetic disability that took acquired disability through

placet_ir]{r’:he ﬁ;St half of the archival research (focus on
twentieth-century. mining)




Shifting categories

* The scientific investigation of disability gave
credence to other salient categories

 This reveals the epistemological power of
categorisation in its creation of disability as
difference that mattered and could be
counted and classified.

* ‘What social groups are classified, corralled,
coerced, and capitalized upon so others are
free to tinker, experiment, design and

I‘ engineer the future?’ (Benjamin, 2019)




This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.


https://www.picpedia.org/post-it-note/t/thank-you.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Contact at
coreen.mcguire@durham.ac.uk
@coreen_anne
Find more at
www.coreenmcguire.com
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